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Dear FriendDear FriendDear FriendDear Friend 

With the Summer Concert coming up next month, there’s time for a brief look back 
at the previous concert, the Bach B Minor Mass on 10th April. It was good to have 

such a large and appreciative audience and our Director of Music, Roger Sayer and 
Concert Master, Gavin Williams, both congratulated the Society on an outstanding 
performance. In the interval, I met Kent’s distinguished composer John McCabe and 

his wife Monica, who also praised it.  

We were augmented by a group of 22 

singers from Hamburg called Ars Nova 
Vocalensemble, who stayed for three 

days with various members of the 
Society. They gave a concert of their own 
a cappella in the Cathedral the next day. 

We also enjoyed socialising with them in 
Don Vincenzo’s restaurant, as you can 

see from Sarah Anderson’s picture. 

We were all delighted that our newly-
installed Bishop, James Langstaff, sang in 

the choir after welcoming the audience in 
person. He had attended the rehearsals 

and is still doing so, with a view to taking part in the next concert on 11th June.  

A propos, I enclose two flyers for you to pass on, for which I thank you. As the 
design is perhaps unusual, I’ve put a more prosaic “just the facts” version on the 

back so your friends can’t make it an excuse not to come! It promises to be a 
sparkling concert, especially with Rossini’s incomparable Petite Messe (nothing 

solemn about that)! And if your friends would like to become RCS Friends, I would 
be very glad to hear from them. 

On the back of this letter you will find changes to the ticket prices that won’t come 

into being until November. The Friends’ discount will be unchanged: £5 front nave 
and £3 elsewhere. Please note those details and the dates in your diary but I do 

advise checking the dates before ordering. 

I think that’s all the news for now.  

With thanks for your support and warm good wishes 

Yours sincerelyYours sincerelyYours sincerelyYours sincerely    
    

MalcolmMalcolmMalcolmMalcolm    

 
 

FRIENDS OF ROCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER … 14th May 2011 



 

Summer 2011 Concert 

Saturday 11th June 2011, 7 pm 

Purcell: Te Deum and Jubilate in D 
Bach: Prelude and Fugue in B Minor BWV 544 
Rossini: Petite Messe Solennelle 

Robert Cross, Alto 
Henry Capper-Allen, Alto 

Michael Jamieson Smith, Tenor 
Tim Parker, Bass 

Dan Soper, Piano 
Sam Rathbone, Organ 

Conducted by Roger Sayer 

Rochester Cathedral 

Tickets: £15 (front of nave), £13 (middle of nave), £11 (rear of nave), 
£7 (unreserved - mostly in aisles), £3 (for school children and students 

in full-time education - any seat). RCS Friends save £5 off the front-
nave seats and £3 off any other. 

Tickets are available online or from Rosemary Clemence - email: 
tickets@rochesterchoral.co.uk or telephone: 01634 401049. Please 

contact Rosemary for school child/student and RCS Friends tickets. 

The Creation 

Saturday 5th November 2011, 7 pm 

Haydn: The Creation 

Conducted by Roger Sayer 

Rochester Cathedral 

Tickets: £18 (front of nave), £14 (rear of nave), £7 (unreserved - 

mostly in aisles), £3 (for school children and students in full-time 
education - any seat). RCS Friends save £5 off the front-nave seats and 
£3 off any other. 

Please note that from autumn 2011 we are introducing season tickets - 
3 concerts for the price of 2½.  

Please contact Rosemary Clemence - email: tickets@rochesterchoral.co.uk 
or telephone: 01634 401049 - for further details. 

Come & Sing The Crucifixion 

Saturday 24th March 2012 
Rehearsal 4.30 - 6 pm; performance 7 pm 

Stainer: The Crucifixion (Novello ed.) 

Conducted by Roger Sayer 

Rochester Cathedral 

Elijah 

June / July 2012 - date to be confirmed 

Mendelssohn: Elijah 

Conducted by Roger Sayer 

Rochester Cathedral 

 The Rochester Choral Society is on Facebook, Concert-diary.com and 

Gerontius.net. 

 


